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Reach for the Stars: 
College Education in the USA

                                      Bacau, Sep. 10 -12, 2013
Summer school hosted by “Gh. Vranceanu” National College in Bacau 
and made possible by the U.S. Embassy to Romania

and 

the Romania-U.S. Fulbright Commission  
Venue: “Gheorghe Vranceanu” National College
All rooms are located on the 2nd floor (U.S. style). IT lab is in building B.
Address: 30 Lucretiu Patrascanu St., Bacau
Website: www.cnvranceanu.ro        Facebook : www.facebook.com/cnvranceanu
DAY I
13:00 – 13:45
Opening Ceremony

Introductions

Who we are: Fulbright Educational Advising Center and EducationUSA
Overview of schedule and educational activities     
Training program policies 
Administrative issues
Venue: Physics Lab
13:45 – 15:15
Core session 1: U.S. Higher Education: A Fond Introduction
Why study in the USA?

Key educational concepts and terminology

Liberal arts education

Venue: Physics Lab
15: 15 – 15:30 Break and transition


              Refreshments

Venue: Hallway by Physics Lab

15:30 – 16:30
Split Session 1: The U.S. application process

Components of the application package

Timeline of the application process
Venue: Princeton Group in Room 1 and Harvard Group in Room 2
16:30 – 17:15

Core session 2: The Best Education, Generous Financial Opportunities
Types of financial aid

Where to find it
Financial aid for Romanian students
Romanian success in numbers
Venue: Physics Lab
17:15 – 17:30 Wrap up Day I. Break and transition

             Refreshments

Venue: Hallway by Physics Lab
17:30 – 20:00 
U.S. Culture Club: “The Perks of Being a Wallflower” followed by discussion of US high school and college life

Venue: Physics Lab
DAY II
10:00 – 11:00 

Core session 3: Acing Your Application


Components of the application package and their role

Creating a competitive advantage: how to stand out and show you are a good fit
Venue: Physics Lab
11:00 – 12:00

Core Session 4: Romanian Student Success Stories: Video
Romanian students who have attracted admission with significant financial aid at excellent schools in the USA: Yale, Amherst, Duke, and more

Venue: Physics Lab
12:00 – 13:30 

Split Session 2: The Admissions Essay that Can Make or Break Your 
      Application



What admissions directors want to see



Focus on you



Basic do’s and don’ts



Sample essays

Venue: Princeton Group in Room 1 and Harvard Group in Room 2
13:30 – 14:15 LUNCH: U.S. Like

Venue: Physics Lab 2
14:15 – 15:00

Core session 5: TOEFL
Why do you need to take it?

Structure
Strategies for scoring high
Venue: Physics Lab
15:00-16:00

Core session 6: SAT

What does it show about you?

Structure
Strategies for acing the test
Venue: Physics Lab
16:00-17:15
Split Session 3: Romanian Success Stories

Case studies highlighting the match between school requirements and applicant’s profile

Venue: Princeton Group in Room 2 and Harvard Group in Room 1
17:15 – 17:30 Wrap up Day II. Break and transition


             Refreshments

Venue: Hallway by Physics Lab

17:15 – 20:00
Culture Club: “Dead Poets’ Society”, U.S. educational values and intercultural insights into the magic of inspirational teaching 
Venue: Physics Lab
DAY III

10:00-10:45
Princeton Group 

Practical A: The Winning Personal Statement




Hands-on assessment of a real-life application essay



How to write the essay

Tips for success 
Venue:  Room 1
Harvard Group

Practical B: The Wise School Selection


Variety of options: shortcuts to success

Steps in choosing the right schools for you:  where to look and what to consider
The perfect short list: dream schools, probable schools, safety schools
Venue: IT Lab


10:45-11:30

Princeton Group 

Practical B: The Wise School Selection

Variety of options: shortcuts to success

Steps in choosing the right schools for you: where to look and what to consider
The perfect short list: dream schools, probable schools, safety schools
Venue: IT Lab

Harvard Group 

Practical A: The Winning Personal Statement



Hands-on assessment of a real-life application essay



How to write the essay

Tips for success 
Venue:  Room 1
11:30 -12:15

Practical C:  Powerful Recommendation Letters
Why do you need them?


Who, how and when to ask 




What to include

Venue: Princeton Group in Room 2 and Harvard Group in Room 1
12:15 -13:15
Your Turn:  Q&A Session 
Venue: Physics Lab
13:15 - 14:00 LUNCH: U.S. Like

Venue: Physics Lab 2
14:00 - 14:30
Core session 7: U.S. University Culture: Academics and Beyond
Campus structure and student life
Academic expectations and opportunities

Student teacher relationships

Venue: Physics Lab
15:00 - 15:30
Core session 8: Comprehensive Admissions Support
FEAC website and services
American Corner Bacau
Additional online resources

Venue: Physics Lab
15:30 - 16:15
Closing Ceremony

Q&A

Evaluation 


Certificates of Participation


Raffle 
The next steps

Venue: Physics Lab
16:15-16:30
Break: Surprise refreshments
Venue: Physics Lab
16:30 – 18:00

U.S. Admissions Club: Make your own U.S. Study movie
Venue: Physics Lab
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